
Team Ipsley Summer School 
 

 
 

Welcome to our first ever summer school: 

During the last week in August, two hundred and eighty-four pupils joined us for our first 

ever summer school. We had an incredible five days, which were filled with learning new 

skills, losing ourselves in stories, overcoming fears, working together to achieve a goal, and 

making lots of new friends.  
 

Year 5: 

To start off the week, we welcomed one hundred and forty-two new Year 5 pupils to Team 
Ipsley. It was great to meet lots of new friends and teachers, while enjoying a range of 
different exciting experiences.  
 

“I worked with people that weren’t my  
friends and now they are.” 

 

Though some pupils might have been a bit nervous before they arrived, the second they had 
crossed over the gates it was a joy to see new friendships flourishing as pupils played games, 
developed new skills and shared their learning together.  
 
From sharing your favourite books and stories, to demonstrating your magnificent 

mathematics and super science skills, it's exciting to have so many new and enthusiastic 

young learners join at Ipsley.  

It was wonderful to get to know so many new pupils, and we can already tell you're going to 

be a fantastic year group. 

 

 

"It was the best day of my summer. I'm so excited to come to Ipsley 
now!" 

 



Year 6: 

It's hard to believe that just a year ago these pupils were new members of Team Ipsley - we 
are so proud of how much they have grown, and the fantastic achievements that they have 
made so far!  
 
Sixty-two pupils joined us for summer school and it is safe to say that they all had lots of fun. 

They participated in maths and reading skills sessions, learnt all about nutrition whilst 

making smoothies, created some fantastic pieces of artwork and took part in a circus skills 

workshop. 

“I've really enjoyed everything it's been so much fun!” 

 

 

During circus skills they worked on their hand 
eye coordination and balance. They spent 
time learning to juggle, using Diablos, walking 
on stilts and moving on balance boards.  
 

"It was a joy to work with your 
pupils. Not only did they excel in 

terms of their circus skills, but also 
in their good manners, 

determination and support for 
each other." 

 
 

Summer school provided a fantastic opportunity to learn about what life will be like in Year 
6 and enabled those pupils that attended to show off their fantastic attitude to learning.  
 

"It's been really good to learn about what it will be like in Year 6. I 
know it might be tougher than Year 5 but I feel really confident that 

we can do it together." 
 

Year 7: 

 
We might be one school but moving into KS3 is still a big transition for those starting Year 7 in 
September. Seventy-four pupils joined us for our Summer School, which was a really great way 
to get an insight of what is to come.  
 

Every pupil took part in a treasure hunt around KS3 where they had to work together to 
solve the riddle, make it to the location, take a quick photo of a hidden logo figure and then 
make their way back to the classroom for the next clue.   

 
“The treasure hunt really helped me feel more confident about 

starting school and knowing where I need to go.” 
 
 



P&E sports ran multiple sessions with our pupils with where they worked on their precision in 
both archery and golf as well as taking part in the circus skills. The pupils also tested their 
creativity skills decorating decoupage boxes as well as improving on their culinary expertise 
whilst making pizzas from scratch.  
 

    
 

Problem solving, maths, science and literacy and drama were also going on, which allowed the 

pupils to meet some of their new teachers, explore topics that they will be doing in Year 7 and 

work together with pupils that are going to be in their classes net year.  

 

"I feel so excited about joining Year 7 now. The teachers are brilliant, 

and I know I will get to do some fantastic learning." 

 

A highlight for many pupils was getting to meet Laura, and her many animals, from the mobile 

petting zoo – The Animal Man. Pupils got to meet several animals and  spent time learning 

about their habitat, their history; their routines and how to care for them. Those that wanted to 

were able to hold some of the animals which included a Kinkajou (also known as a honey bear), 

a tarantula, Kellog the snake, a chameleon, Mrs Sniffles the hedgehog, an own many more 

animals, reptiles and insects. Every child showed courage in handling the animals with care and 

consideration. 

 

 

 



From meeting exotic animals to learning about their history, it was certainly an experience for 
everybody involved - especially those of you who were brave enough to hold the tarantula! We 
heard that even Miss Saul was too scared to go into the room with it in, let alone hold it.  

 

'It was such a pleasure to see the kindness and care given to the 

animals from the students. They are such an asset to your school.' 

(Laura – The Animal Man) 

 

And then it was all over… 

 

To end the summer school days, we took part in a celebration assembly where certificates 

were given to every pupil for completing summer school, as well as those pupils who 

showed great skills on the various activities were also given individual certificates for their 

merits. All pupils were gifted with a pencil case (complete with everything that they will 

need in September) and then enjoyed an ice cream or ice lolly provided by Tina’s Ices.  

Across the week we had an incredible time, and it was so brilliant to see so many members 

of Team Ipsley, whether they were joining us for the very first day or starting in new year 

group or key stage.  We hope you had just as much fun as we did and had the opportunity 

to do plenty of learning along the way!  

Thank you to 'The Animal Man'; 'P and E Sports'; 'Circus Skills' for joining us on the 
adventure and of course Tina who brought the Ice Creams! 
    

 

 

 

 

 


