
Ipsley CE RSA Academy’s September 

return to school guidance 

How will we keep pupils and staff safe as we return to school? 

Please read this guide through carefully with your child. We will also provide you with a printed copy if your child re-

turns to school. It explains lots of the ways that we will be keeping pupils and staff safe during our phased return.  

− Pupils will be in ‘bubble’ classes and year groups. 

− Pupils will stay in these bubbles all day each day. 

− Pupils will follow stringent social distancing guidelines throughout the school day so that 

they do not mix with anyone outside their bubble. 

− Pupils will clean their hands at the start and end of each day, before and after breaktime 

and before and after eating. 

What is a bubble class? 

− A bubble is a group of pupils who stay together during the day. By keeping the same 

pupils together, we reduce the risk of spread between different groups. 

− Pupils will be in a class bubble and a year group bubble. These are the only people they 

will mix with during the school day. 

− Pupils will stay in their class bubble each day. Teachers will move to them, except in a 

very small number of lessons where they may move to a specialist facility (e.g. PE).  

− Pupils will also stay with their year group ‘bubble’ during break and lunchtime each day. 

− Pupils will not be out of the classroom without an adult. They will follow one-way-

systems and stay within their classroom throughout the school day, other than break 

and lunch or to visit the toilet.  

− Each year group bubble will arrive and leave school at different times. They will also have 

different break and lunchtimes.  

How will lessons work? 

− Pupils will study a broad and ambitious curriculum including all of their normal 

subjects.  

− Pupils will sit at the same desk each day. These desks are all organised to face away 

from other pupils. They cannot share any equipment, food or other possessions.  

− Some lessons might be longer or shorter than usual because bubbles will be arriving, 

leaving and having break and lunch at slightly different times.  

− Teachers will be teaching mostly from the front of the classroom.  

− Teachers will be teaching mostly from the front of the classroom.  



How will break and lunchtime work? 

− Breaktimes will take place at different times and in different social spaces for each 

bubble, meaning that pupils will only mix with others from their own year group.  

− During breaktimes, pupils are expected to continue to follow social distancing, so they 

will not be able to use equipment or play games with physical contact.  

− At lunchtime, most pupils will eat in their classroom. Pupils can bring a packed lunch, or 

visit the canteen to eat. We will be serving a reduced menu of deli options.  

− As all pupils are expected to attend, families will not receive their £15 free school meal 

vouchers as they have done during lockdown.  

− Pupils will wash their hands before and after breaktime, and before and after eating.  

What if someone has symptoms of coronavirus? 

− If your child has symptoms of coronavirus (persistent cough, fever, loss of taste/smell), 

they should not come to school. You should inform the school of this and arrange for 

them to have a coronavirus test. If this test is negative, they can return to school,. If 

the test is positive, they should stay at home for 10 days and your household should 

stay at home for 14 days. You should inform the school.  

− If your child has symptoms of coronavirus in school, they will be isolated away from  

other staff and pupils and you will need to take them home.  

− If somebody in school has a positive coronavirus test, we will contact Public Health 

England who will share with us what measures we need to take. Safety will be at the 

forefront of all decisions we have made.  


