
 

IPSLEY CE RSA ACADEMY 

WIDER OPENING INFORMATION FOR PARENTS (Y6 ONLY) 

You will be aware that the Government has announced plans for specific cohorts of pupils to 

potentially begin returning to school from 1st June and have decided that middle schools should take 

in Year 6 pupils in the first instance.  It is up to parents to decide if they feel it is safe for their child 

to return to school under these circumstances.  Whilst you are encouraged to take up the place 

offered there will be no fines for non-attendance and schools are not being held to account for low 

attendance.  This guide is designed to help you make a fully-informed decision. 

Please note that these plans are subject to change for any of the following reasons:  

• The Government are expected to confirm plans on 29th May for wider opening from 1st 

June 

• If we have an increase in staff illness and are unable to staff all of the groups needed 

• An increase in the number of Key Workers’ or vulnerable children as these have to be 

accommodated as the priority group 

• If our ongoing risk assessment reviews show a need to amend what we are doing 

 

PHASED RETURN 

We have been carrying out thorough risk assessments so that we can follow government and 

Worcestershire County Council guidelines to ensure that the pupils are as safe as possible and Central 

RSA Academies Trust feels we can start welcoming back Year 6 pupils in a phased approach from 

Wednesday 3rd June. 

Date  Pupils in school 

Monday 1st June Staff Health and Safety training KW/V* 

Tuesday 2nd June Microbial cleaning of site  
Final site preparations 
Further staff Health and safety preparations and 
planning 

KW/V* 

Wednesday 3rd June Green team pupils return KW/V* 
Green team 

Thursday 4th June Blue team pupils return KW/V* 
Green and blue 

team 

Friday 5th June Yellow team pupils return KW/V* 
Green, blue and 

yellow team 

*Key Worker and Vulnerable children who have been accessing childcare since 23rd March. These 

pupils will be following their own schedule of activities and arrangement s for break and lunch. 

 

The government is clear in the guidance that we cannot be expected to maintain a social distance of 

2m at all times with pupils but schools should adopt a hierarchy of infection control measures that 

include: 



 

• Avoiding contact with anyone with symptoms – any child displaying any symptoms at 

home must not be sent into school and any child with symptoms in school will be isolated 

and sent straight home 

• Frequent hand cleaning and good respiratory hygiene practice 

• Regular cleaning of settings 

• Minimising contact and mixing of pupils and staff 

 

PUPIL GROUPS 

Pupils who return to school will be assigned a group of up to 12 pupils (group size is determined by 

the size of their designated classroom). Each group, sometimes referred to as a bubble, will stay 

together all day, including at break and lunchtimes. The same one or two staff will work with them 

in the classroom, but other staff may supervise them outside where social distancing can be fully 

observed. This does mean that pupils are unlikely to be grouped with their previous class teacher. 

Pupils will be expected to respect hygiene and social distancing guidance and this will be reinforced 

during the school day. In case of deliberate instances of a pupil risking the health, safety and 

wellbeing of others, we have amended our behaviour policy to reflect this and it now states: 

‘Any pupil who seriously, deliberately or repeatedly breaches the new COVID-19 protection rules 

and therefore puts the health and safety of other pupils at risk, may be sanctioned by the Head of 

School. The Head of School will use the full range of sanctions available, dependent on the 

seriousness of the breach, up to and including in extreme cases permanent exclusion.’ 

PUPIL RETURN TO SCHOOL 

Thank you for your responses to the Year 6 parent survey.  

If you responded ‘Yes’, you would like your child to return to school when we reopen, further details 

will be sent to you by text on Monday 1.6.20 confirming your child’s allocation to a group and return 

date. 

If you responded ‘Maybe’, you are not sure if your child will return to school when we reopen, we 

will be contacting you after half term to discuss this further. If you wish to change your decision 

before we contact you, please let us know by emailing school on office@ipsleyacademy.co.uk. 

Learning from home work will continue to be available on the website for your child.  

If you responded ‘No’, we will continue to provide learning from home work on the website for your 

child and will continue to make tutor wellbeing calls.  

THE SCHOOL DAY 

Schools are advised to stagger the start and end times of the day to minimise the mixing of groups of 

pupils. 

Group  Start of school time End of school time 

Blue Group 8.30-8.40am 3.00pm 

Green Group 8.45 – 8.55am 3.15pm 

Yellow Group 9.00.9.10am 3.30pm 

 



 

The school day itself will also have a different structure and timings so that each group has their own 

timetable which will include outdoor breaks and learning opportunities.  

As we are not supposed to mix groups of pupils, we are unable to offer before or after school clubs. 

 

ARRIVING AND LEAVING SCHOOL 

Government guidance states that only one parent should drop off and collect children when the child 

does not travel to school independently. Please use the following drop off / collection point for your 

child’s group and do not enter the school premises. We advise you to follow social distancing 

guidance on the journey to and from school. 

  

Group  Drop off and collection point 

Blue Group Front gate 

Green Group Back gate 

Yellow Group Front gate 

 

 

SCHOOL MEALS 

Children who bring packed lunches will eat their lunch in their group’s classroom.  

Lunch will be provided for all children eligible for free school meals. This means families will no longer 

receive a supermarket voucher for their child if they attend school. The choices available will be deli 

options which help with reducing contact between pupils and maintaining the highest levels of 

hygiene. 

Parents must use the Parent Pay website to top up their child’s accounts as their will be no facility 

available in school to top up accounts with cash.  

Pupils will pre-order their meal of choice each morning and this will then be reported to catering 

staff, who will manually charge the account of the child, so that thumb print payment stations are 

not used.  

UNIFORM AND PERSONAL BELONGINGS 

In line with government guidance, we ask that pupils only bring their packed lunch, including drinks, 

and coat to school. These will be stored at each child’s desk as the cloakrooms and lockers will not 

be in use during this time. Pupils will also be provided with their own stationery so will not be required 

to bring any other equipment to school. 

It is important that pupils wear clean clothes to school each day and change their clothes when they 

get home as this reduces the chance of infection being passed between the family group and the 

school group. To support this, pupils will be asked to wear their school PE top with their own choice 

of suitable bottoms and shoes. Pupils should wear clothes suitable for physical activity as there will 

be no changing rooms in use and we are keen to build in P.E. activities where possible into the school 

day.  



 

 

VISITORS 

We ask that visits to the school are kept to only those which are urgent or essential, for example 

collecting your child if they become ill. The school office will be staffed at all times and so the best 

way to contact us is by telephone.  

Any visitors who need to come to school for any reason, including collection of work or vouchers, 

must inform the office first so that suitable arrangements can be made for them to come to school. 

Social distancing must be observed at all times.  

 

CLEANING 

Before the school opens to the additional pupils, we have employed a specialist company to come in 

and carry out a complete anti-microbial cleaning process. This will be carried out using a fogging 

process, meaning it will be applied to all surfaces. It will also continue to have a residual effect beyond 

that date. 

We have increased the working hours of our cleaning team to ensure that all contact points are 

cleaned during the school day. Each classroom will have a supply of cleaning materials for use 

between lessons. 

Tissues will be available in each classroom to support Catch It, Bin It, Kill It. 

PPE (Personal Protective Equipment)  

The government guidance states that wearing a face covering or face mask in schools or other 

education settings is not recommended. PPE will be used by First Aiders when supporting any child 

or adult who presents with Covid-19 symptoms or when it would have otherwise been used (for 

example, when providing intimate personal care).  

If you choose to send your child to school wearing a face covering, please be aware that staff will not 

be responsible for ensuring that it is worn.  

BEHAVIOUR 

We expect and appreciate full support from parents in terms of behaviour in these already 

challenging times. We expect all pupils to follow the behaviour policy, including the COVID – 19 

update. Please see the school website for further details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE 

Government guidance for parents/carers can be found at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-

carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 
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