
Year 6 Curriculum  

In Key Stage Two, our curriculum is a ‘plaited curriculum’, entwining learning from different areas of 

the curriculum and enabling them to come together for a more cohesive journey into learning. 

English is taught through both driving novels that underpin the learning behind each unit, and non-

fiction, poetry and visual embellishment texts. Writing outcomes are linked with both the novels and 

key learning across the curriculum opportunities throughout the units.  

Links to SMSC are threaded throughout our sequences. 

 

Autumn term 1 

Injustice 

The driving text for this unit is Holes, by Louis Sachar. This novel explores the themes of bullying, 

friendship, fate, choice and consequence. Through this text, we refine our inference of unsaid things 

from the information we are given, and we develop key hidden meanings through vocabulary use 

and authorial intention. We question the moral decisions behind the choices of the characters and 

consider what we would do in similar situations.  

The leading non-core subject for this unit is History, with a particular focus on the Civil Rights 

Movement. We explore key dates, movements and voices from the era and explore the changes 

they created and some of the issues still left in the world related to injustice. 

Our geographical locational skills are used to locate key cities and countries integral to both the 

novel and Civil Rights Movement.  

PSHE explores human rights, what a home is, and why people would move, and Science investigates 

living things and their habitats. 

 

Autumn term 2 

Power 

The driving text for this topic is Who Let The Gods Out, by Maz Evans. In this novel, with key themes 

of power, good vs. evil and friendship, the main character has a plethora of challenges to overcome 

when he has to undo an accident he is part of creating. Through this novel, we study 

characterisation, narrative writing, and empathy. We also delve deeper into the Ancient Greek world 

through the in depth study of the Greek gods, their origin and the influence they have on the 

modern world.  

Again, our geographical locational skills are used to discover more about Greece, its location within 

the world now and how that compared to how the Ancient Greeks saw it. 

In PSHE, we explore healthy minds and in Art, we build on the clay work produced in Year 5 to create 

Greek style vases and purposeful vessels. 

Science investigates optimal power sources in our Electricity study. 

 



Spring Term 1 

Conflict 

In this unit, driven by the powerful and poignant text, Private Peaceful, by Michael Morpurgo, we 

study WW1 and Britain’s major conflicts since then. We look at how military and civilian life has 

changed with the advancement of technology and weaponry and how we have learned from 

mistakes of the past. 

Geography skills allow us to explore more about the countries involved in Britain’s most major 

conflicts since WW1 and where they are in the world.  

In PSHE, we explore keeping ourselves safe, and in Science, we study light. Our Art study enables us 

to recreate some of the powerful artworks inspired by key conflicts. 

 

Spring Term 2 

Future 

Here, we are led by the novel, The Last Wild, by Piers Torday, which explores the possibilities of a 

planet without animals and the impact humans can have on our world if we don’t look after it 

carefully. This Geography led unit explores the topics of sustainability and the planet’s natural 

resources.  

In PSHE, we study weighing up risks and in Science, we explore Animals including humans.  

In D&T, we use our textiles skills to create sustainable fashion and accessories.   

 

Summer Term  

Legacy 

This unit is driven by the works of the literary genius, William Shakespeare, in particular, Macbeth. 

This unit is designed to prepare pupils for their journey into Key Stage Three, providing them with 

cultural insights to the worlds of classical literature and the themes explored within this gripping 

play. We explore the cultural differences of the historical period he lived in and how these 

influenced his writing. 

PSHE takes us into the realms of healthy relationships and Science explores Evolution. 

D&T explores creating stage props and working mechanisms. 

 

 

 

  


