
The Civil Rights Movement 

 
The African-American Civil Rights Movement was an ongoing fight for racial equality 
that took place for over 100 years after the Civil War. Leaders such as Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Booker T. Washington, and Rosa Parks paved the way for non-violent 
protests which led to changes in the law. When most people talk about the "Civil 
Rights Movement" they are talking about the protests in the 1950s and 1960s that 
led to the Civil Rights Act of 1964.  
 
Background  
 
The Civil Rights Movement has its background in the abolitionist movement before 
the Civil War. Abolitionists were people that thought slavery was morally wrong and 
wanted it to come to an end. Before the Civil War, many of the northern states had 
outlawed slavery. During the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln freed the slaves with the 
Emancipation Proclamation. After the war, slavery was made illegal with the 
thirteenth amendment to the U.S. Constitution.  
 
Segregation and the Jim Crow Laws  
 

After the Civil War, many southern states continued to treat African-Americans as 
second class citizens. They implemented laws that kept black people separate from 
white people. These laws became known as Jim Crow laws. They required separate 
schools, restaurants, restrooms, and transportation based on the color of a person's 
skin. Other laws prevented many black people from voting.  
 
 
The Movement Grows  

 
The civil rights movement gained momentum in the 1950s when the Supreme 
Court ruled that segregation in schools was illegal in the case of Brown v. Board of 
Education. Federal troops were brought in to Little Rock, Arkansas under the 
instruction of President Eisenhower to allow the Little Rock Nine to attend a 
previously all white high school.  
 
Major Events in the Movement  

 
The 1950's and early 1960's brought about several major events in the fight for the 
civil rights of African-Americans. In 1955, Rosa Parks was arrested for not giving up 
her seat on the bus to a white passenger. This sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
which lasted for over a year and brought Martin Luther King, Jr. to the forefront of the 
movement. King led a number of non-violent protests including the Birmingham 
Campaign and the March on Washington. 
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Questions 

1. Explain the meaning of the phrase ‘paved the way’ in the first section. 

 

2. In the opening section, the Civil Rights Movement is described as an ‘ongoing’ fight. 

Write the description closest in meaning to what the word ongoing suggests. 

 

a) Was over quickly b) was very important  c) Continued for a period of time 

 

3. Read the ‘Segregation and the Jim Crow Laws’ section. Write the word closest in 

meaning to the word implemented in this paragraph. 

 

a) Designed  b) Put into place c) Started to grow d) banned 

 

4. Many African-Americans were treated as ‘second class citizens’. Explain the meaning 

of this phrase. 

 

5. Read the section ‘The Movement Grows’’. Write the word closest in meaning to the 

word federal. 

 

a) Aggressive  b) Racist  c) Friendly  d) Government 

 

6. Read the section titled ‘Major Events in the Movement’. It includes the sentence 

‘This sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott’. Explain how the word sparked affects 

the description of how the boycott started. 

 
 
 
 
 


