
A Pinch of Magic – Book Review 
 
Waterstones Children's Book of the Month for February & March 2019 
 
‘For as long as I can remember, stories about enchanted objects have 
fascinated me. From the comb which steals Gerda’s memories in The Snow 
Queen to the painting imprisoning the little girl in The Witches, the idea of 
everyday objects having hidden powers brings magic that little bit closer.’ – 
Michelle Harrison 
 
Three sisters trapped by an ancient curse.  
Three magical objects with the power to change their fate.  

Will they be enough to break the curse? Or will they lead the sisters even deeper into danger? 
 
On the mysterious, marsh-bound isle of Crowstone, three sisters - Betty, Fliss and Charlie - live 
imprisoned by a curse that has trapped their family for generations.  But each of the sisters holds a 
secret, three magical objects passed down to them, each with a different enchanted property: an old 
carpet bag, a nest of dolls and a gilt-framed mirror. Together they hope to use their inheritance to 
defeat the curse upon them. 
 
When they encounter a stranger, a prisoner, who claims to hold secret knowledge about the curse he’s 
willing to trade - for a price - the sisters must decide who to trust and discover whether the objects 
they keep hold the key to their freedom or a path to unimaginable peril. 
 
Waterstone says 
A former winner of our Waterstones Children’s Book Prize for Thirteen Treasures, Michelle Harrison, 
is on spellbinding form with this tale of dark magic and the deepest of sisterly love. Told with gentle 
humour, inventive language and conveying important messages about identity, self-belief and the 
power of teamwork, it’s a story children will lose their hearts to.   
 
 
Questions  
 

1. True or false – ‘For as long as she can remember, stories about enchanted animals have 
fascinated the author. 

2. Find the line starting ‘On the mysterious……’. Find and copy a word similar in meaning to 
trapped.  

3. What do the sisters need to do in order to win? 
4. What does the stranger say he has?. 

 
       5.  

Are the following sentences true or false? True False 
The story is about two sisters and one brother    

If they don’t beat the curse, they will become homeless.   

Crowstone is a wet and boggy island.   

The prisoner is happy to help the children with nothing in return.   

 
6. What will happen if the girls choose the wrong person to trust? 

 
7. Look at the paragraph under ‘Waterstones says’.  What opinions do Waterstones have about 

the book?  State your point and justify it with evidence from the text. (2 marks) 
 

 
 

https://www.waterstones.com/campaign/books-of-the-month#childrens
https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-snow-queen/hans-christian-andersen/misha-hoekstra/9781782691037
https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-snow-queen/hans-christian-andersen/misha-hoekstra/9781782691037
https://www.waterstones.com/book/the-witches/roald-dahl/quentin-blake/9780141365473


  
Questions  - Answers 
 

1. True or false – ‘For as long as she can remember, stories about enchanted animals has 
fascinated the author. 
False- It states that it is household objects that have enchanted her. 
 

2. Find the line starting ‘On the mysterious……’. Find the line starting ‘On the mysterious……’. Find 
and copy a word similar in meaning to trapped.  
Imprisoned 

 
3. What do the sisters need to do in order to win? 

They must use their inheritance to defeat the curse 
 

5. What does the stranger say he has?. 
He claims he has secret knowledge about the curse 

 
4.  

Are the following sentences true or false? True False 
The story is about two sisters and one brother   x 

If they don’t beat the curse, they will become homeless.  x 

Crowstone is a wet and boggy island. X  

The prisoner is happy to help the children with nothing in return.  x 

 
6. What will happen if the girls choose the wrong person to trust? 

They will find freedom or end up in a lot of danger 
 

5. Look at the paragraph under ‘Waterstones says’.  What opinions do Waterstones have about 
the book?  State your point and justify it with evidence from the text. (2 marks) 
 
Watertones likes this book very much and thinks that children will like it too.  It states that 
children will lose their hearts to it.  In other words they will love it!  Not only is the book getting 
across important messages about identity, self belief and teamwork, it’s also written in a fun way. 
 

 
  


