
Retrieval 

These answers should be in the text for you to find. You might have to look slightly harder, but the 

answers WILL be there.  

This is an extract from Last Chance Hotel, by Nicki Thornton: 

In the kitchen of the Last Chance Hotel the loudest sound you were usually 

likely to hear was the gentle bubble of a lone egg coming to the boil. 

But today, the air was alive with yells from Henri Mould, the balding chef, bent 

double with old age, barking out orders as he hobbled around the kitchen. 

‘Seth – those tarts! Out of the oven. Now!’ yelled Henri, causing kitchen boy 

Seth to twist around on his spindly legs and hurtle to the other side of the 

kitchen All around him, the air was filled with the smell of garlic butter and 

roasting meat, and cloudy with a dust of flour, herbs and spices. Steam 

ballooned, jellies set and saucepans bubbled. 

If ever Seth Seppi wished he could be even the tiniest bit magic it was now. 

Because a spell to split himself in three was surely the only way he was going to 

get through all the tasks he’d been set by his three nasty bosses – crotchety 

Henri and the two owners of the Last Chance Hotel, snappy and spiteful Norrie 

Bunn and her oily, penny-pinching husband, Horatio. It felt like the hotel had 

been preparing forever for these special guests that Mr Bunn had been 

bouncing on his toes about, and today was the day they were due to arrive. 

 

1. Write down three things you are told about Henri Mould.  

2. Look at the paragraph beginning “In the kitchen…” What might you usually hear 

in the kitchen? 

3. What is revealed in the second paragraph?  

4. True or false:  

The tarts are out of the oven. 

It was cloudy outside.  

Balloons were flying in the kitchen.  

Food was cooking in saucepans.  

5. What did Seth wish for? 

6. Why is the hotel in a state of excitement? 

7. Why does Seth want to split himself in three? 

 


