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In Key Stage Two, our curriculum is a ‘plaited curriculum’, entwining inquiry questions 

from different subject areas that spark awe and wonder within our pupils, and enable 

them to investigate an overarching ‘Big Question’. Each topic is driven by its own Big 

Question, and is revisited at the end as a form of assessment, allowing the children to 

draw upon the knowledge and understanding acquired in their learning sequences in 

order to form a justified and reasoned response. 

English is taught through both driving novels that underpin the learning behind each unit, 

and non-fiction, poetry and visual embellishment texts. Writing outcomes are linked with 

both the novels and key learning across the curriculum opportunities throughout the 

units.  

 Links to SMSC are threaded throughout our sequences. 

 

Autumn term 1 

The Big Question: Is power a positive or negative thing? 

The driving text for this topic is Who Let The Gods Out, by Maz Evans. 

In this novel, with key themes of power, good vs. evil and friendship, 

the main character has a plethora of challenges to overcome when 

he has to undo an accident he is part of creating. Through this novel, 

we study characterisation, narrative writing, and empathy. We also 

delve deeper into the Ancient Greek world through the investigation 

of the questions:  

Were the Greek Gods godly or flawed? Here, we explore who the 

Greek Gods were, their ‘powers’ and how they impacted on Greek 

mythology and daily life.  

What did the Greek Gods know about the world and did that knowledge give them 

power? Here, we explore what the Greeks thought the world was like, and consider how 

much of an advantage or disadvantage this may have given them in terms of keeping 

safe. We also look at the climate of Greece and compare with our own.  

In PSHE, we explore ‘Should relationships have an imbalance of power?’ and in Art, we 

build on the clay work produced in Year 5 to create Greek style vases and purposeful 

vessels. 

Science investigates optimal power sources in our Electricity study. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Autumn term 2 

The Big Question: Does pride always come before a fall? 

The driving text for this unit is the non-fiction text Titanic, by Steve 

Noon. In this text, we learn about the Titanic- from its journey 

through the production process, through to its final moments of 

sinking. Through this text, we develop and refine our retrieval and 

inference skills, and explore the sequence of events that led to 

the disaster: could it have been prevented after all? We also 

look at the class systems of the day and how hierarchy and pride 

might have formed a part of the disaster’s death toll through the questions: 

The Titanic: mass manslaughter or giant mistake? Here, we explore the culture of the 

early 1900s, and how much the class system might have impacted on the amount of 

deaths created by the Titanic’s sinking. We also explore what life was like in 1912. 

Was the weather and route to blame for the death of thousands? Here, we explore the 

world’s oceans and the differences between them. We look at the route the Titanic took 

and consider whether the events would have unfolded differently had they happened 

in different oceans. 

In PSHE, we explore how much discrimination might have played a part in the death toll 

of the Titanic, and how to prevent this from ever being the case again, and in Art, we 

explore the life and works of Picasso, creating some of his most famous pieces.  

Science investigates whether the Titanic’s fate would have been different had it 

encountered the icebergs in the daytime through our Light study.  

Spring Term 

The Big Question:  Are our lives mapped out by fate, or by the consequences of our 

choices? 

This unit is an extended one, led by the key text Holes, by Louis Sachar. 

This novel explores the themes of bullying, friendship, fate, choice and 

consequence Through this text, we refine our inference of unsaid things 

from the information we are given, and we develop key hidden 

meanings through vocabulary use and authorial intention. We question 

the moral decisions behind the choices of the characters and consider 

what we would do in similar situations. We also explore whether beliefs 

in life are worth risks through the questions: 

Do risks result in justice or consequence? Here, we explore whether the 

risks taken by Martin Luther King were enough to fight for the Civil Rights Movement. 

The choice of the world is yours: which city would you choose? Here, we compare 

Birmingham, UK and Birmingham, Alabama- two different cities with the same name! We 

ultimately decide, after studying climate, crime rates, topography and urbanisation, 

which we would prefer to live in and why. 

In PSHE, we explore whether all risks are worth taking, and in D&T, we create Camp 

Greek Lake friendly nutritious meals.  

Science investigates living things and their habitats: Can an elephant climb a tree? 



Summer Term 1 

The Big Question: Should you choose to be right, or kind? 

This topic is led by the novel Wonder, by R.J. Palacio. The themes of 

friendship, differences and kindness drive the story, which takes us 

on a journey with the main character- a boy with facial deformities- 

as he overcomes big changes in his life. We also explore the term 

‘wonder’ through the questions: 

Where are the modern wonders of the world located? Here, we 

delve into the new wonders of the world, and what defines them as 

wonders, in a hope that our children will aim to see some of them in 

their lifetimes.  

In PSHE, we ask: Does having rights make us right? and in Art, we create Auggie style self-

portraits that celebrate our differences. 

Science takes us on a journey into Evolution: What would a selfie have looked like when 

time began? 

 

Summer Term 2 

The Big Question: What defines a legacy? 

This unit is driven by extracts of the works of the Literary Greats, such 

as Charlotte Bronte, William Shakespeare, Mary Shelley and R. L. 

Stevenson. This unit is designed to prepare pupils for their journey 

into Key Stage Three, providing them with cultural insights to the 

worlds of these authors. We explore the questions: 

What was so special about the literary legends? Here, we explore 

the cultural differences of the historical periods each lived in and 

how these influenced their writing.  

How do we sustain a legacy so the world can continue into the 

future? This amalgamation of PSHE and Geography builds on the 

sustainability and environment work started in Year 5, and looks at 

modern day issues, such as a plastic planet- what can we do to 

help?  

In D&T, we use our textiles skills to create sustainable fashion and 

accessories.   

Science takes explores Animals including Humans- how do we sustain a healthy lifestyle 

so that we can live longer and become legacies ourselves? 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


