
Inference 

These answers are be in the text for you to find. However, you are looking for CLUES- the answers won’t be staring 

you in the face this time! Be a text detective. 

This is an extract from Beetle Queen, by M.G. Leonard: 

There was a gentle tap on the door. 

 

‘Madame?’ 

 

Lucretia Cutter turned her head, her lidless eyes gistening like two inky cysts. Her four black 

chitinous legs clung effortlessly to the white ceiling, the fabric of her purple skirt tumbling towards 

the floor. 

 

‘Yes, Gerard?’ she replied. 

 

‘The American actress, Ruby Hisolo Junior, has arrived for her dress fitting,’ the French butler said 

through the door. He was forbidden from entering the White Room unless invited. 

 

 ‘You can bring her down.’ 

 

‘As you wish, Madame.’ 

 

She listened as the discreet footsteps of the butler retreated up the hallway. It was thrilling to be 

able to detect the slightest movement in the space around her. Her new body and heightened senses 

made her powerful. She hungered for the moment when she could show the world who she really was. 

And it was coming. Soon. 

 

She reached out with her human forearms and crawled to the wall beside the door, descending at 

alarming speed, reaching the floor and flipping up on to her hind legs. She folded her middle legs into 

special pockets in the lining of her skirt as she walked across the room, zipping up the split and hiding 

away her beetle-body. She picked up the black wig that lay lifeless on her glass desk and pulled it on, 

then lifted her white lab coat from the back of the Perspex chair. Sliding her hands into the sleeves, 

she shrugged it on to her shoulders, whipped out a pair of oversized sunglasses from a pocket and 

pushed them on to her nose, covering her compound eyes. 

 

1. How can you tell that the person knocking the door is polite? 

2. What impressions of Lucretia Cutter do you get from this extract? 

3. Why might the butler be forbidden from entering? 

4. Why did she cover all of her extra legs and strange eyes up? 

5. Look at the paragraph beginning “She listened…” How can you tell that she hated hiding 

herself away? 

6. Explain what the phrase “whipped out a pair” suggest about how she put the glasses on. 

7. According to the text, where had Gerard gone? 

 


