
Year 5 Curriculum Map 
Music 

 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2  Summer Term 1  Summer Term 2 

Unit of Learning Greek Gods Holst and the 
Planets 

Keyboard skills African drumming Ukulele skills Boomwhackers 

Unit Focus Pentatonic scales 
and triple time 
 

Timbre and 
composition skills 
Builds on 
understanding of 
gods 

Introduction to 
reading notation 

Ostinatos and 
polyrhythms, 
repetition and 
cultural links 

Introduction to 
basic ukulele skills 
Ensemble skills 
Rehearsing 
effectively 

Introduction to 
the 
boomwhackers 
Ensemble skills 
Rehearsing 
effectively 

Key Knowledge Composing their 
own piece using 
only the pentatonic 
scale and triple 
time 
Basic keyboard 
skills 

Appraising pieces 
of music and 
linking them to 
traits of gods and 
goddesses 
Choosing a deity to 
compose for 

Keyboard skills: 
finger position 
Reading musical 
notation 

Performing in 
groups using the 
djembe and 
xylophones 
Improvisation 
skills individually 
and in groups 
Call and response 
songs 

Ukulele skills: 
Positioning of the 
instrument, 
strumming, tab 
and chords 
Ensemble skills 
Performing in time 
with a backing 
track 
“Stay With Me” 
“Riptide” 

Linking existing 
musical notation 
skills to colours on 
Boomwhackers 
Ensemble skills 
Performing in time 
with a backing 
track 

SMSC Skill in creation and 

performance, 

personal 

preferences in 

different styles of 

music 

Works of artists 

linked with art 

Expressing feelings 

through music 

Skill in performance, 

listening to different 

styles 

Expressing feelings 

through music 

Reflecting cultural 

differences 

through mood in 

music, learning 

patterns through 

rhythm 

Skill in creation, 

works of artists 

from a variety of 

backgrounds 

 

Expressing feelings 

through music, 

confluence of art 

and music and 

dance 

Experiences/CEIAG Introduction to 

various 

instruments 

Linking art and 

music to express 

feelings 

Listening to and 

mirroring effective 

rehearsal practices 

for performing 

Learning about 

different cultures 

and how their 

music reflects this 

Listening to and 

mirroring quality 

performances 

Listening to and 

mirroring effective 

rehearsal practices 

for performing 
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How you can help 
your child at home 

BBC Bitesize – 
Composing music 

BBC 10 Pieces Listening to famous 
pieces of keyboard 
music: Mozart’s 
Twinkle Twinkle 
variations 

Performing at 
home using body 
percussion some 
of the rhythms 
learnt 

Listening to the 
pieces studied, 
joining Ukulele 
club 

Watching clips on 
YouTube of known 
songs as a 
boomwhacker 
version! 


